


‘or the Be! 





; 
‘foul, 4 
rs: K 
One. 

‘meet, & 




















THE 


WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, February 11, 1799. 





Memoirs of the late ingenious Thomas Pennant, E/q. 
[From the Monthly Magazine.] 


T is not a little to the honour of the prefent age, that fo 
many gentlemen of liberal fortune, and refpeétable fa- 
milies, declining the flippery paths of political ambition, 
have dedicated much of their time, and not alittle of their 
wealth, to fuftain the caufe of fcience, and of literature. 
This obfervation will undowbtedly, from the affociation of 
ideas, recall the names of Banks, of Walpole, and of Pen- 
nant, tothe familiar recolleétion of many readers, who with 
a figh may perhaps obferve, that two of them are no more! 

The laft of thefe, a great traveller and a great naturalift, 
cannot be accufed as a niggard in his communications, for 
a long and aétive life has been wholly occupied with his in- 
clinations, his ftudies, and his literary labours, all of which 
have either been already laid before, or prepared for the 
public. 

Mr. Pennant was an Ancient Briton by birth, having been 
born in Flintfhire, in 1726. His family has been fettled in 
that county for many centuries; we learn from himfelf that 
he received the rudiments of his education at Wrexham, 
whence he was removed to Fulham. © Soon after this he was 
fent to Oxford, and having made a confiderable proficiency 
in the claflics, he applied himfelf within the walls of that 
univerfity to attain a knowledge of jurifprudence ; but we 
do not find that he ever entered himfelf of any ef the inns 
of court, or followed the law as a profeffign. 
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The ruling paffions of. mankind are excited, and the future 
current of their lives frequently direéted by trivial circum- 
ftances. One of the greateft painters of our age was at- 
tra€ted with an irrefiftible impulfe towards his art, by the 
perufal of atreatife on it ; and we have the authority of the 
fubjeét of this memoir for afferting, that a prefent of ‘* Wil- 
loughby’s Ornithology”’ at an early period, firft gave him 
aturn for natural hiftory, which has never once abandoned 
him throngh the courfe of a very long life. 

Mr. Pennant commenced his travels with great propriety 
at home, where he made himfelf acquainted withthe man- 
ners, productions, and curiofities of hjs native country, 
before he fallied ferth to mfpee thofe of other nations. He 
then repaired to the continent, and not only acquired con- 
fiderable additional knowledge relative to his favourite 
itudies, but became acquainted, and eftablithed a correfpon- 
dence with fome of the greateft mem of the age. 

On his return he married, abd had two children, but did 
not come into the family fortune until he was thirty-feven 
years of age, at which time he was fettled at Downing. 

Having loft his wife, he appears to have fet out once more 
for the continent, and to have formed an acquaintance with 
Voltaire, Buffon, Hailer, Pallas, &c. 

He had by this time acquired confiderable reputation as 
afcientific man, having commenced his career as an author 
fo early as 1750.; His “ Britife Zoology,” in 4 vols. 4to. 
lait edit. eflablifhed his reputation as a naturalift, and this 
received a frefh acceflion of celebrity in cohfequence of his 
acquaintance with Linnaus, and his intercourfe by letters 
with ali the celebrated naturalt{ts in Europe. 

Early-in hfe he had undertaken a mott interefling tour to 
Cornwall, arid he now entertained an ardent defire to furvey 
the works of* nature in the northern extremities of the ifland. 
He accordingly fet our for Scotland, and in 177t favoured 
the public with an entertaining account of his “ Tour,” in 
3 vols. 4to. which was fo well received as to pafs through 
feveral editions. 

Not content with the main land of Great Britain, he was 
ambitious to:furvey the iflands in the vicinity, and accord. 
ingly penetrated to the J #cbrides, and vifited Man. 

It is not to be fuppofed that he would leave kis own coun- 
try unexplored ; omthe contrary, he minutely defcribed all 
us wonders. He did not failon this occafion to prefent the 
world with the refult of his enquyics, for in 1778 he coim- 
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menced the publication of his “ Welch Tour,” in 2-vols. 
4to. 
In four years after this (1782) appeared the account of 

** the Journey from Chefter to London,” in 1 vol. 4ta. in 
which he refutes the vulgar opinion that it is uninterefting 3 
and in two years more his “ Ar@ic Zoology,” an admirable 
work, greatly prized both here and in other countries. 

In 1790 appeared a quarto volume, fimply entitled “‘ Of 
homies? ’ in which he obferves that this work is compofed 
from obfervations, originally made without any view of “om 
lication. ‘“* Let me requeft,” fays he in the preface, “ the 
good inhabitants of London and Weftminfter not. to be of- 


‘fended at'my having fluffed their Iliad into a nutfhell: The 


account of the city of London and liberties of Weftminfter 
into a quarto volume. I have condenfed into all I could, 
omitted nothing that fuggelted itfelf, nor amplified any 
thing to make it a guinea book, Ina word, itis done in my 
own manner, from which I am grown too old to depart. 

I feel within myfelf a certain monitor that warns me,” 
adds he, “ to hang up my pen in time, before its powers are 
weakened, and rendered vifibly impaired. I wait not for 
the admonition of friends. I have the Archbifhop of Gre- 
nada in my eye ; and fear the imbecility of human nature 
might produce in long worn-age the fame treatment of my 
kind advifers as poor Gil Blas had from his moft reverend 
patron. My literary bequefts to future times, and more 
ferious concerns, muft occupy the remnant of my days. 
This clofes my public labours.” 

Notwithftanding his parting addxefs, the example of the 
Archbifhop of Gr« +“ and the concluding fentence of 
** Valete 2 Plaudite,’ we find Mr. Pennant adventuring 
once more in the ocean of literature, at a late period of his 
life, and trying his fortune again with all the eagernefs of 
young author. 

He accordingly publifhed the Natural Hiflory of the Parifhes 
of Holywell and Downing,in 1 vol. 4to. within the precincts 
of the latter of which he had refided about half a century. 

In the courfe of the laft year he alfo prefented the public 
with a fplendid work, confifting of 2 vols. 4to. entitled 

the View ‘of Hindo sg 1,” in the pretace to which he 

candidly ftates his motives for this new attempt. * I had 
many. folicitations from privé ate friends,” fays he, “and a 
few wifhes from perfons unknown delivered in the public 
prints, to conimit to the prefs a part, in the for mrt g which 
the pofthumous volumes might hereafter make thei ap] ears 

2 ance. 
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ance. I might have pleaded the imprudence of the attempt 
at my time of life, of beginning fo arduous an undertaking 
in my 71ft year. 

I happily, till very lately, had {carcely any admonition 
of the advanced feafon. I plunged into the fea of trouble, 
and with my papers inone hand, made my way through the 
waves with the other, and brought them fecure to land. 
This, alas! is finite boafting. I muft fubmit to the judg- 
ment of the public, and learn from thence how far I am to 
be cenfured for fo grievous an offence againft the maxim of 
Ariftotle, who fixes the decline of human abilities to the 
49th year. 

** I ought to fhudder when I confider the wear and tear 
of twenty-two years ; and feel fhocked at the remark of the 
elegant Delaney, who obferves, * that is generally agreed 
among wife men, that few attempts, at leaft in a Jearned way, 
have ever been wifely undertaken and happily executed after 
that period. 

* I cannot defend the wifdom ; yet from the good fortune 
of my life I will attempt the execution.” 

Thefe valuable volumes are drawn up Mr. Pennant, in the 
manner of his introduétion to the “ Arétic Zoology.”” The 
plates, twenty-three in number, are admirably engraved, and 
one (the Napaul pheafant) is beautifully coloured. 

In addition to the lift of literary labours already enume- 
rated, is a letter on an earthquake felt at Downing, in Flint- 
ihire, in 1753 5 ; another inferted in the fame publication, 
{the Philof fophical Tranfaétions } in 1756, on coralloid bodies 
colleéted by him: His Synopfis of Gusdrupedes publifhed 
in 1771 ; a pamphlet on the Militia; a paper on the Tur- 
key ; and a volume of Mifcellanies. 

Mr. Pennant attained academical honours of all kinds, 
having had the degree of LL. D. conferred on him by the 


Univerfity in which he was educated ; he was a Fellow of 


the Royal Society, and a member of the Society of Anti. 
quaries, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Upfal in Sweden, 
a member of the American Philofophical Society, an hono- 
rary member of the Anglo-Linnzan Society, &c. 
The ample fortune left him by his father enabled Mr. 
Pennant to keep an hofpitable table, and alfo to prefent the 
profits of feveral of his works to public inftitutions, parti- 
cularly the Welch charity-{chool in Gray’s-Inn-lane. He 
encouraged feveral engravers by his patronage, and was not 
a little ferviceable to the advancement of the fine arts. 
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In 1776 he married a fecond time, on which occafion he 
became united to Mifs Moftyn, filter of his neighbour the 
Jate Sir Roger Moftyn, in Flintfhire. The latter part of his 
life was chearful, and he fcarcely felt the approaches of old 
age. He died at his feat at Downing in his 72d year. 

He has left feveral works behind him, in MS. under the 
title of ‘ Outlines of the Globe;” and as a proof that it 
will be a very voluminous and interefting publication, it is 
only neceffary to obferve, that “* The View of Hindooftan,” 
compofed the xivth and xvth volumes. 

Mr. Pennant poffeffed a well-compatted frame of body, 
an open and intelligent afpeét, an a€tive and chearful difpofi- 
tion, and a vivacity which rendered him always entertaining, 
as well in converfation as in writing. Though not without 
a fhare of irrafcibility, his heart was kind and benevolent. 
He was exemplary in the relations of domeftic life ; and 
fenfibly felt for the diftreffes of his poor neighbours, whofe 
relief in feafons of hardfhip he promoted with great zeal and 
liberality. His candour and freedom from ordinary pre- 
judices, are fufficiently difplayed in his writings ; and Scot- 
Jand was forward to confefs, that he was the firft traveller 
from this fide the Tweed, who had vifited the country with 
no unfriendly fpirit, and had fairly prefented it under its fa- 
vourable as well as its lefs pleafing afpeéts. As a writer, 
his ftyle is lively and expreflive, but not perfeétly correét. 
His principles of arrangement in zoology are judicious, and 
his defcriptions charatteriftic. If in fome of his later works 
a little vanity appears, and a propenfity tothink that im- 
portant to the world which was fo to himfelf, it may readily 
be pardoned to one who has afforded fuch copious and va- 
luable entertainment to the public. His name will live with 
honour in the literary hiftory of his country, and his memory 
will be cherifhed with refpeét and affeétion, by his furviving 


friends. 





Remarks on the Writings of the late Dr. Samuel Fohnfon. 
By the late Hon, H. WaAtpro_e. 


Cannot imagine that Dr. Johnfon’s reputation will be very 
lafting. His diftionary is a furprifing work for one man 
—but fufficient examples in forcign countries fhew that the 
tafk is too much for one man, and that a fociety fhould alone 
pretend to publifh a ftandard dictionary. In Johnfon’s dice 
9 tionary, 
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tionary, Ican hardly find any thing I look for. - It is full of § 


words no where elfe to be found; and wants numerous 


words occurring in good authors. In writing it is ufetul ; as | 









if one be doutful in the choice of a word, it difplays the 


authorities for its ufage. 


His effays I deteft. They are full of what I call tripto. 


fogy, or repeating the fame thing thrice over, fo that three | 


papers to the fame effeét might be made out of any one paper 
inthe Rambler. He mutt have had a bad heart—his ftory of 
the facrilege in his voyage to the Weftern I{lands of Scotland 
is a lamentable inftance. 





Narrative of a Voyage round the World, in the Years 
1785, 1786, eee, and 1788, by 5. F. G. De La 





age 


Peroufe ; publifhed conformab bly to the Decree of the § 


a mal Affembly of the 22d of April, 1791, and} 


dited b vy M. Li A, uM llet- Mw Cais 
(Continued from Page 89.) 


AVING perceived a finall village, Idire&ted my courle | 


toward it; one of the houfes was three hundred feet in } 


length, and in the form of acanoe reverfed. Very near this 
‘place we obferved the foundations of feveral others, which 
no longer exifled ; they are compofed of ftones of cut lava, 
in which are holes about two inches acrofs.. This part of 
the ifland appeared to us to be in a much better ftate of cul- 
tivation, and more populous, than the parts adjacent to Cook’s 
Bay. The monuments and tertaces were alfo in greater 
number. We perceived upgn fome of the flones, of which 
thofe terraces are compofed, fome rude fculptures of 
fkeletons ; and we alfo faw their #oles which were flopped 
up with ilones, by which we imagined, that they might form 
a communication with the caverns containing the bodies ot 
the dead. An Indian explained to us, by very expreflive 
figns, that they depofited them there, and that afterward they 
atcended to Heaven. We found upon the fea-fhore py- 
ramids of flones, ranged very nearly in the fame form as 
cannon balls in a park of mullery. aud we perceived fome 
human bones ak i¢ vicinity of thofe pyramids, and of thole 





ftatues, all of which had the back turned toward the fea. In 


the morning we vifited feven different terraces, upon which 
there were flatues, fome upright, others thrown down, dif- 
b 


a 





J 
th 








is full of 
1uMeErons 
feful ; as 
slays the 


] tripto. ; 


iat three 
ne paper 
sftory of 
Scotland 





e of the § 
gi, and} 


ry courfe | 
d feet in | 
near this § 


5, which 
cut lava, 
; part of 
» of cul- 
9 Cook’s 
greater 
f which 
ures of 
flopped 
ht form 
odies of 
‘preflive 
ard they 
ore py- 
form as 
ed tome 
of thofe 


fea. In 


n which 


vp dif. 


; 





4 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 107 





fering from each other only in fize ; the injuries of time 
were more: or Iefs apparent on them, according to their an- 
tiquity. We found. near the fartheft a kind of mannikin of 
reed, reprefenting a human figure, ten feet in height ; it was 
covered with a white ftuff of the country, the head of a 
natural fize, but the body flender, the limbs in nearly exaé& 
proportion; from its neck hung a net, in the fhape of a 
bafket, covered with white fuff, which appeared to be filled 
with grafs. By the. fide of this bag was the image of a 
child, two feet in length, the arms of which were placed 
acrofs, and the legs pendent. This mannikin could not have 
exifled many years ; perhaps it was a model of fome ftatues 
to be creéted in honour of the chiefs of the country. Near 
this fame terrace there were two parapets, which formed an 
enclofure of three hundred and eighty-four feet in length, 
by three hundred and twenty-four in breadth: We were not 
able to afcertain whether it was a refervoir for water, or the 
beginning of a fortrefs; but it appeared to us, ‘that this 
work had never been finifhed. 

Continuing to bend our courfe to the weft, we met about 
twenty children, who were walking under the care of fome 
women, and who appeared to go toward the houfes of which 
I have already fpoken. . 

At the fouth end of the ifland we faw the crater of an old 
volcano, the fize, depth, and regularity of which excited 
our admiration; it is inthe fhape of a truncated cone ; its 
fuperios bafe, which is the largeft, appeared to be more than 
two thirds of a league in circumference: The lower bafe 
may be eftimated, by fuppofing that the fide of the cone 
makes with the axis an angle of about 390°. This lower bafe 
forms a perfeé& circle; the bottom is marfhy, containins 
large pools of freth water, the furface of which appeared to 
be above the ievel of the fea; the depthof this crater is at 
leaft eight hundred feet. 

Father Receveur, who defcended into it, related to us, that 
this marfh was furrounded by fome beautiful plantations of 
banana and mulberry-trees. It appears according to our ob- 
fervations in failing along the coatt, that a confiderable portion 
of it has rolled down on ‘the fide next the fea, thus occafion- 
ing a great breach in the crater; the height of this breach is 
one. third of the whole cone, and its breadth a tenth of the 
upper circumference. The grafs which has fprung up on 
the fides of the cone, the fwamps which are at the bottom, 
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and the fertility of the adjacent lands, are proofs that the 
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reg 
fubterraneous fires have a long time been extin&h*. Ty's! 
only birds which we met with in the ifland we faw at the®?® 
bottom of the crater; thefe were terns. Night obliged me! del 
to return toward the fhips. We perceived near a houfeal 
great number of children, who ran away at our approach:} 
It appeared to us probable, that this houfe was the habitation® 
of all the children of the diftri€t. There was too little dif] wy 
ference intheir ages for them all to belong to the two women a ‘ 
who feemed to be charged with the care of them. There bel 
was near this houfe a hole in the earth, in which they cooked hit 
yams and potatoes, according to the manner praétifed in the tl, 
Society Ifles. — 
On our return to the tent, I prefented to three of thep) 
natives the three different fpecies of animals which we had wn 
deftined for them. “1 ~ 
Thefe iflanders are hofpitable; they feveral times preg 
fented us with potatoes and fugar canes ; but they never let} whe 
an opportunity flip of robbing us, when they could do ith ff 
with impunity. Scarcely atenth part of the ifland is cul-§ 
tivated ; the lands -which are cleared are in the form of al 
regular rohlone, and without any kind of enclofure : The re-/ By 
mainder of the ifland, evento the fummit of the mountains, 
is covered with acoarfe grafs. It was the rainy feafon when} 
we were there, and we found the earth moiftened at leaft af « . 
foot deep ; fome holes in the hills contained a little fret) oi 
water, but we did not find in any part the leaft appearance of vig: 
a ftream. The land feemed to be of a good quality, andj), 
there would be a far more abundant vegetation if it wertR¢.g 
watered. We did not obtain from thefe people the know§ poy, 
ledge of any inftrument, which they ufed for the cultivation§ co, 
of their fields. Probably, after having cleared them, theyBo,4, 
dig holes in them with wooden ftakes, and in. this man-§),4, 
ner plant their yams and potatoes. We very rarcly metBih. 
witha few bufhes of mimofa, whofe largeft branches ae§ drie 
only three inches in diameter. The moft probable conjec- grea 
tures that can be formed as to the government of thefe people nis}, 
are, that they confiltonly of a fingle nation, divided into 8B foy,; 
many diftriéts as there are morais, becaufe it is to be obferved,B and 
that the villages are built near thofe burying places. TheBrhen 
produéts of the earth feem to be common to all the inha§ pro} 
bitants of the fame diftri€ ; and as the men, without any Bi men 
regard Biwey 
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* There is on the edge of the crater, on the fide toward the fet 
2 ftatue, almoft en stirely deftroy ed by time, which proves that th 
voleano has been extinct for feveral ages. 
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'regard to delicacy, make offers of the women to ftrangers, it 
o*. Ths natural to fuppofe, that they do not belong to any man in 
wat thee particular ; and that when the children are weaned, they are 
bliged me ) delivered over to the management of other women, who, in 
a houfeae Very diftriét, are charged with the care of bringing them up. 
proach :f Twice as many men are met with as women, and if indeed 
habitation @ te latter are not lefs numerous, it is becaufe they keep 
little dif.) More at home thanthe men. The whole population may be 
16. woul eflimated at two thoufand people ; feveral houfes that we faw 
. There building, and a great number of children, ought to induce a 
belief that it does not diminifh; there is however reafon to 
think, that the population was more confiderable when the 
ifland was better wooded. If thefe iflanders had induftry 
enough to build cifterns, they would thereby remedy one of 
the greateft misfortunes of their fituation, and perhaps they 
would prolong their lives. There is nota fingle man feen 
in this ifland who appears to be above the age of fixty-five, 
sports! Pre- Sif we can form any eftimate of the age of the people with 
se le whom we are fo little acquainted, and whofe manner of life 
wuld do BR sitters fo effentially from our own. 
nd is cul-§ 
. TI of af AFTER the departure of the fhips from Eafter Ifland, 
: The re-Jon the 10th of April, 1786, they arrived at the Sandwich 
mountains tands and on the 21{t of May landed a part of the crew on 
fon When the ifland’of Mowee. .“* The reader,” fays M. Peroufe, 
heer: leaft a} « ought not to expeét in this work to find details of a people 
ittle et fo well made known by the Englifh narratives; thefe na- 
rarance OSvigators pafled four months in thefe iflands, and our fay 
ality, atBthere was little more than a few hours.” Accordingly we 
if it WeB find little of importance until, during their voyage in 34° 
the know north latitude, they were attacked by fogs, which obliged the 
‘ultivation® Commander to take every precaution againft fcorbutic dif. 
hem, theyf orders, During the leifure time they were out of fight of 
this matBjand, the following ingenious expedient was hit upon. On 
ircly metBthe outfit of this voyage, it having been fuggefted that kiln- 
nches a€Bdried corn would keep much better than flour or bifcuit, a 
€ Conjet-Bereat quantity was taken on board. They were alfo fur- 
efe peopl B nithed with mill-ftones, twenty-four inches in diameter, and 
ed into 8B four inches and a half thick ; it required four men to put 
obferved,§ and keep them in motion. When they attempted to ufe 
es. The Bthem, however, the baker found that the grain was only 
the inh#B broken, and not ground, and the whole day’s labour of four 
hout any #men; relieved every half hour, produced no more than 
regard Biwenty-five pounds weight of this bad flour. 
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- As their corn formed nearly one half of their ftore of 
provifions, they would have been in the greateft embar. 
raffment, but for the inventive genius of M. de Langle; who, 
affifted by a failor that had formerly been a miller’s boy, hit 
upon the fcheme of adapting to their mill-ftones the move. 
ment of a windmill : He firft tried fails to be turned by the 
wind, with-fome fuccefs, but he foon fubftituted a handle 
inftead‘of them; by this new method, flour as perfe& as that 
of common mills was obtained, and they were every day 
able to grind two hundred weight of corn. 


(To be continued.) 





— 





Defcription of the Cartoon, executed by Weft, of the Crue | 


cifixion, to be painted on Glafs, for the Cathedral at 
Windjor. 


HE centre of the piece reprefents our Saviour on the 


crofs, between the two malefaétors : A choir of angels 
is feen above, as if attending to fupport him in his laft bitter 
agonies: The repentant and unbelieving thieves are moft 
happily contrafted ; in the firft is depiéted all the marks 6 


joyous rapture at the utterance of the words, “ This day | 
fhalt thou be with me in Paradife,” while onthe face of the | 


other is painted the horrors of anguifh and defpair. 


At the foot of the crofs, ftands St. John fupporting the Blef- 


fed Virgin; a little onthe back ground, is Mary, the wife of 
Cleophas, and near her, Mary Magdalen in grief; at the 
kack of whom ftands the young man, with the fponge and 
reed ; and in the front, are the foldiers cafting lots tor the 
garments. 


a 


On the right fide of the piéture, is the Centurion and the } 
Roman band of foldiers; the darknefs occafioned by the } 


eclipfe of the fun, is thrown over the whole back ground of 
the piece, except the vivid rays of glory fhining over the 
head of our Lord. 

On the left the artift has introuced the refurre&tion of the 


faints appearing in the holy city, exhibited by a number of | 


{pettre-Jike figures rifing out of the tombs. 

Jofeph of Arimathea, and the holy woman from Galilee, 
the High Prieft, and others of the Sanhedrim, together with 
the rabble of {coffers, are reprefented in the front view, and 
at a diflance is feen in perf{pettive the city of Jerufalem, 

The fize of the cartoon is 36 feet by 28, and is accounted 


the Jatgeft picture in Europe. 
ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT of the ancient TOWN of POMPEIL.. 
[From Watkins’s Travels.] 


t Bews place, which is about nine miles from Herculaneum, 
being covered, not with lava but afhes, has been cleared 
with little difficulty, fo that an entire ftreet, befides feveral 
detached houfes, has been laid open. In the fuburbs are 
the foldiers’ barracks, a fquare building admirably planned. 
We perceived on the walls feveral names feratched out with 
a knife, or fome fuch inftrament, particularly Cri. Balbus, 
Lee, Jun. Rufus, &c. &c. and were informed that, among 
the many fkeletons found here, (fome of which we faw) four 
were difcovered inthe prifon of thefe barracks, with their 
legs confined in ftocks. ‘Thefe poor wretches were unable 
to liberate themfelves, and forgotten in the general confufion. 
Having entered the town gate, we found the ftreet narrow, 
and the pavement much damaged, and worn into deep ruts 
by cart-wheels. The houfes, though low, {none of them 
being above two ftories high) confift of feveral {mall apart- 
ments, ftuccoed and painted, the colours of which are as 
frefh and vivid as if recently laid on. Each has an inner 
court, fome have two, and in one we perceived three, with 
marble bafons or fountains in the middle. The cellars are 
built like cloifters, being four piazzas at right angles one 
with another. We found in them feveral large wine jars 
of earthen ware, ranged along the walls, and, if I recolle& 
well, marked and numbered. You may fuppofe the houfes 
of Pompeiiare in high prefervation, when I tell you that we 
faw on the fill of a window flains of fome fuch liquor as 
chocolate or coffee, made by the bottom ot the cups. 








The PLEASURES of IMAGINATION. 


To the EDITOR, 
SIR, 

MONG the various pleafures which imagination yields, 

I know few that furpafs the fancy, that every thing we 

fee around us is made for our amufement and ufe. This is 
certainly a harmlefs illufion, and may appear at firft fight 
fimple and childifh, but it enters deeper into our general 
mafs of happinefs than we are aware of. I prefume it to be 
harmlefs, however, only when unattended with any degree 
of covetoufnels, and this I believe will be found to be the 
cafe with every good mind. It is, properly fpeaking, childith, 
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when it is otherwife, for children and ambitious men are 
fo far upon a footing in this refpeét, that both covet what 
they fee, whether it will yield them fatisfaétion or not, and 
both become foon tired if they happen to obtain poffeffion. 

During my refidence in the country, I happened to light 
upon a paper’in the Speétator, but I forget which, and there. 
fore cannot at prefent refer to it, in which this idea of fan. 
cying that every thing exifts for our amufement, is illuf- 
trated in the fenfible manner in which all the fubjeéts a 
that work are handled. It ftruck my imagination very 
much, for I found it congenial to my way of thinking. At | 
that time, however, my pof/zfions were very f{canty. Ex. 
cept a few farm houfes, and a neighbouring market town, 
there was nothing almoft, which I could in this way call my 
own, as to landed property. I had indeed a very confide. | 
rable branch of the fea, which ‘terminated in a river, and 
which I had long confidered as part of my patrimeny. My 
neighbours, however, were more intent upon catching fihh 
than myfelf; but as I confidered their employment as per- 
formed for my amufement, I often looked at them with fa- 
tisfaétion. There was aifoa nobleman’s fplendid manfion 
not far off, which affarded confiderable delight, from the 
beautiful walks around it, which were as much mine as his, 
as. ] was permitted to ufe them, and from the capital pidiures 
within, which I fhared likewife with his Lordfhip, having a 
pair of eyes made for the purpofe, and perhaps as good as 
his. 

But this manfion had been fo long in my poffeffon, that, 
like him, I became tired of it, and unlefs a ftranger defired 
to fee it, feldom vifited it. My imagination began to tower 
higher. I wifhed to be placed in fome fituation, where my 
domains might be more extenfive ; nor will you wonder at 
this, when I inform you that, while my fcanty poflefhons 
were bounded on the one fide by the feamon the other, they 
were limited by a range of mountains, and confequently my 
ambitious foul was hemmed in on all quarters. 

It occurred to me in this dilemma, that to remove toa 
larger town, as Briftol, Liverpool, Manchefler, or Birming- 
ham, would be enlarging my premrfes, but perhaps laying 
the toundation for future diffatisfaétion, as from what I had 
read of thofe places, I was certain they would nat afford me 
perpetual pleafure : I determined, therefore, to proceed at 
once to take poffeflion of the metropolis, which from its 
amazing and increafing extent, would fill up ali my time in 
this world, and- continually prefent new objcéts for me to 
enjoy. 
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enjoy. With this view, and thefe fentiments of imaginary 
right and claim, I entered triumphantly about twenty years 
ago at Hyde-park-corner, having previoufly taken poffeffion 
ot Kenfington gardens, as a place where I might occafionally 
review the beaux and belles of the gay world ; while, poor 
things ! they thought they came there only for their own 
fatistaétion. 

A few days were employed in taking a bird’s-eye view 
of my new eftate, and in order to do that to moft advantage, 
I afcended to the golden. crofs of. St. Paul’s, from which I 
contemplated my poffeflions, and at once faw that this was a 
place which would yield me provifion for life. By way of 
having aclofer in{peétion of the eaftern part of my property, 
Ialfo afcended the Monument, and, as I aim _ particularly 
fond of the water, was not a little rejoiced to find a river 
fo commodioufly placed for my amufement as the Thames 
is. The fhipping, too, was placed juft where I would have 
it, inorder to fet off the commerce of my city to the bef 
advantage, and fhow how the good folks below bridge, 
enable the great folks above bridge to ride in their coaches. 

Having taken this general view, I was not long in de- 
{cending to particulars. The two parks I immediately laid 
hold of, as not only peculiarly calculated for air and exer- 
cife, but as affording the royal family and nobility to pafs 
in review before me as often as they pleafed. And I muft 
own that they both have afforded me great fatisfa€hion, not 
to {peak of the frequent military manceuvres which are 
praétifed by the Guards and other regiments, of which I can 
at any time command a full view. I paffed through the 
park toward the great fenate of the nation. I confidered 
them as debating for my amufement, and where I happened 
not to be a hearer, they very obligingly permitted reports 
of what paffed to be publifhed in the newfpapers. By the 
bye, itis wondertul with what alacrity thefe editors of news- 
papers toil and labour to pleafe me; and I affure them in 
return, that I do not grudge them their fix pence a-day, which 
is all they demand as wages. 

Having fome turn for architeéture, particularly that kind 
which is commonly called Gothic, you may believe I very 
foon appropriated Weitmmfter Abbey to myielf, and like 
wife as many of the churches as are built in that flyle, I im” 
mediately put in a fate of requifition. The monuments OF 
* the illuftrious dead,’’ feem placed there on purpofe t 
give me pleafure,and Lam iure that neither the architeét, 
whofe remains are now mouldering by them, nor the frien ye 
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of the deceafed, ever enjoyed more pleafure than I do. 
What then can be wanting to make them mine? Surely 
nothing. The Dean and Chapter, the overfeers and church- 
wardens cannot eat them, no more can I—They can but look 
on them with pious reverence.—So can I. 

Upon enquiry, 1 difcovered in my poffeflion fome va- 
luable learned repofitories. They told me in particular of 
the Mufeum—I went to infpeét it, and liking it, immediately 
claffed it among my furniture. It is a very fine colleétion, 
and none of the colleétors or truftees can have more ufe of 
it, than I, when I pleafe. Some leffer colleétions 1 have 
fince taken poffeflion of, and am upon the whole very much 
gratified that the munificence of former times has provided 
me with fo valuable an inheritance. I cannot, indced, 
bequeath it to my fon—perhaps I fhould rather fay, I need 
not, for it is already entailed on him, if he has the fenfe to 
take poffeffion, as I have done. 

As to public amufements, befide thofe which are pro- 
fefledly eftablifhed upon. my account, and for which 1 have 
agreed to pay a certain fum annually, or by the week or 
month (and which by the bye I can withhold, if they do not 
pleafe me) there are a great variety of other amufements and 
delights, which my fubjeéts prepare for me gratis—To 
inftance proceffions is almoft unneceflary. Twice fince my 
arrival have the Royal Family, and all the Lords and Com- 
mons, gone in proceffion to St. Paul’s tor my pleafure. It 
could not be for their own, for they faw nothing but one 
another, while I, from my flation in the ftreet, made them 
pafs in review, and I mutt confefs, they afforded me much de- 
light. The chief magiftrate, alfo, is not remifs in this 
re{peét, making three or four grand proceffions annually to 
fhow me the dignities of the city, the aldermen, fherifts, and 
other officers, with their regalia. But befide thefe procef- 
fions, there is a con{tant fund of amufement provided for me 
by the induftrious fhopkeepers of the metropolis, who deco- 
sate their windows with all that is taiteful and elegant, and 
calculated to attraft my eye and my approbation. Thefe 
likewife are fo trequently changed, as to prefent afuccefhon 
of objefts that never tire. Elegant engravings, bufts, 
paintings, and other works of the fine arts, are alfo difplayed 
before me ; and if mulically difpofed, 1 may indulge myfelf 
in a fong at the window of any mulic-fhop, and be certain 
that it is a new and approved one, as they never place ‘any 
others before me. Thefe things are the more generous, as 
J very feldom offer any reward ; now and then, indeed, a 
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fmirking civil {poken man will get a few fhillings from me, 
though that can bear no proportion to the general pleafure 
received by the exhibitions of the metropolis. 

I might here tell you in what manner I employ my 
poffefions in fummer, that I appropriated Greenwich 
Hofpital and the adjoining park fer my chief refidence ; that 
I have likewife taken poffeffion of feveral villages on the 
banks of the Thames, and more than once have laid a finger 
on Windfor Caftle itfelf, the terrace of which appears to 
have been built for me—lI might tell you alfo how many 
people there are, who feem made on purpofe to divert me by 
their follies and abfurdities, by elopements, crim, con. law 
trials, extravagance and foppery—I might detail the number 
ef coaches I can keep, and the boats and barges that are pro- 
vided for my ufe—with a thoufand other circumftances, 
which would fhow the vaft extent of my poffefligns—But 
I forbear, lefl 1 fhould make my letter like thofe maps of 
London, which are encircled by the country twenty miles 
round ; and humbly take my leave, therefore, with wifhing a 
happy new year to your labours, which I likewife confider 
as mine, in common with all the produ€tions of the prefs. 
My moral is, that-to an humble and contented mind, this 
world, with all its faults, abounds with harmlefs gratifications, 
for which we can never be enough thankful, and which are 


in the power of 
ANY BODY. 





Account of the Herring Fifhery in Scotland. 
HREE buffles employed in the N. W. fifheries for three 


months, carrying 42 to 15 men, and three boats, with 
nets to fifh inthe locks, to compleat the cargo of the bufs, 
which is only a floating ftore-houfe, coft 8co]. with nets and 
outfit. Bounties allowed 20s. per ton, and 4s. per barrel, to 
the amount of 214 barrels per ton, and 1s. per barrel for the 
remainder. Thefe buffes are chiefly from Greenock ;. but 
there are fome from the remoteit Highlands, and in the 
Orkneys. 

The fociety, inftituted a few years fince, for promoting the 
Scotch fifhery in the Highlands, have expended near 
40,000]. in this objeét, and eftablifhed three or four new {fet- 
tlements. In 1753, when the bounty was firit given, there 

ere only eight vellels, which caught 529 barrels. In 1796, 
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an increafe of 292 veffels, of 14,218 tons, 3,328 men, and 
53,875 barrels of herrings. 

In 1793—316 veffels produced 67,203 barrels. 

In 1794—315 veflels produced only 33,485 barrels. 

In 1795, 30,000 barrels were exported to the Weft Indies, 
and 37,000 barrels to Ireland. 

The fifhery in the Firth of Forth was very inconfiderable 
till 1794, fince which the buffes flocking here, and boats 
from all the eaftern'coaft of Scotland, the catch in 1799 was 
132,000 barrels by the boat fifhery. It appears, that ona 
medium of the laft three years, ending Sth of January, 1798, 
there were annually cleared out from all the parts of Scot- 
Jand, without the tonnage-bounty, 73° veflels or boats, 
meafuring 23,348 tons, manned with 2,366 mea, laden with 
195,149 buthels of falt, and 45,755 barrels, befides a great 
many empty barrels, &c. That of thefe, 557 were either 
decked or of 15 tons and upwards, and 147 carried out nets. 
One hundred and fifty thoufand barrels may be computed 
to be the annual produce of the boat fifhery, befides freth fifth 
fold. Encouragements, are the allowance to fifh-curers to 
take falt duty free ; abounty of 2s. per barrel in the taking 
of herrings by boats not belonging to buffes; anda bounty 
of 2s.8d, for the export of white herrings. Wages on 
board the buffes: Matfer, 50]. mate, 45]. cooper, 4§l. three 
boaimen, 38]. and three fkunkmen, 30°}. three new hands, 25]. 
and a boy 15to 19s. per month; befides premiums, amount- 
ing to 28]. for refule, and 141. for half cargo. Price of 
herrings from 2° to 25s. per barrel. One and a half bufhel, 
or 84!b. falt required for each barrel packed for the Weft 
Indies ; Portugal falt 4]. per ton ; barrels coft from 4to §s. 
each. Seafonfor fifhing, November and December. 





ON IMAGINATION. 
OLTAIRE fays well, ““ He that retains the greateft 


number of images in the magazine of memory, has the 
befl imagination.”” And, on another occafion he obferves, 
* The faculty of imagination depends entirely on the me- 
mory. We fee men, horfes, gardens, and other fenfible 
objetis ; thefe perceptions enter our minds by the fenfes ; 
the memory retains them ; the imagination combines them ; 
and this is the reafon why the Greeks call the Mufes the 
daughters of Memory.” 
9 AN 
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An ANECDOTE. - |, 
































Plain Leicefterfhire farmer being over his pipe one even- 
ing, when the converfation turned on the projctted 





os a A P 7 4 
Union of Ireland with this country, gravely obferved,— 

e “ Tamas much againft this here Union as any man, for I 

5 be tould as how double the number of dudls will come over, 

5 and zo ruin our improved Leicefterfhire flock.” 

a 

; CHARACTER of the Hon. Mrs. DAMER. 


NE of the moft remarkable chara€ters of the preient 

day isthe Hon. Mrs. Damer, the inhabitant, fince the 

death of Horace Walpole, the late Earl of Orford, of Straw- 
berry-Hill, on the banks of the Thames, near Twickenham. 

| Though this lady poffeffes a moft genteel and elegant figure, 
| fhe is inattentive to thofe perfonal adornments, on which the 
fex, in general, beftow fo much of their time and thoughts ; 
and fhe devotes herfelf, with a fcientific enthufiafm, to the 
ftudy of fculpture, her favourite art. No artift who works 


for bread is more indufirious and indefatigable than this lady 

of rank, fafhion, and opulence. Wrapped ina coarfe drefs ul 
for the occafion, fhe {pends whole days in her workfhop, and oie 
by the chiflel fhapes rude blocks of marble into the moft : 


exquifite and enchanting forms—into forrs which rival in 
beauty the produétions of antient Grecian art. 


In the eating-room at Strawberry-Hiull there is an cagle q 
flanding on the marble flab, fo beautifully wrought to refem- 
ble life, and exhibiting fo much genius and fkill, that the late i 
Lord Ortord wrote under it, in compliment to the fair fculpe 
tor, (making the eagle {peak) 


rey 


* Non me Praxiteles fecit, et Anna Damer, 





cr , ry c ~~ n . 
Anfwer, by N. Howard, of Plymouth, to J. Gidley’s Ana- 


a -¢ j ie - os nn" 
gram, inferted November 12, 


READ, I believe, isa fervant of Mars, 
Pray take it, good Sirs, and tranfpofe ; 
This word, when tranfpofed, as you'll eafily fee, ; 
Will the pois’nous ADDER difclofe. | 
i *%* We have received the like anfwer from W. Hoare, 


jun, of Dean Prior; Walter Bickham, jun. of Afhburton ; 
W. Brock, of Evercreech; and E. Lloyd, of Honiton. 


VoL. XXXIII. . § A CHA- 
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A CHARADE, by W, Bickham, Jun. of Afhburton, 















O! how attentive all day long 
My firft alternate flies, 
And fits and warms the callow young, 
And ev’ry want fupplies. 


But oh! alas! how foon deftroy’d 
When to my fecond brought ; 

And all the care that is employ’d 
Seldom avails them aught. 


But notwithftanding this, my whole’s 
Where oftentimes they dwell ; 

Enraptur’d they pour’d torth their notes, 
Still ftriving to excel. 
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An ENIGMA, by W. Hoare, of Dean Prior, 
























OME, ye youths of keen difcerning, 
Read my inharmonious rhyme, 
‘Unadorn’d with wit or learning 
Neither nervous nor fublime. 


I’m your patron, Sirs, you know it, 
For I fill you with defire ; 

Both the lover and the poet 
Feel the energetic fire. 


Out of meaning’s wide dominion, 
Oftentimes you rove, perchance, 

On my lightfome; airy pinions, 
Chro’ the wondertul expanf[e. 


Tho’ the orator’s in{pired 
Yet he keeps within my reach, 
Whilft he labours quite untired 
Thro’ the labyrinths of {peech. 


Thro’ my wond'rous changeful mirror, 
Various obje&s you behold; 

Scenes of pleafure, woe, or terror, 
Wreaths of fame, and heaps of gold, 


Tho’ thefe hints may feem delufive, i 
Tho’ they feem abfurd they’re true ; 
And Vin fure they are conclufive, 
Bring the latent theme to view. 


9 POETRY. | 
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ODE fer the NEW YEAR, 1799. 


Written by H. J. Pre, E/q. Poet Laureat, and fet to Mufic by Sir 
William Parfons, which ——— the 18th of January, in 
Honour of her Majefty's Birth-Day. 


HO?’ the den mift and driving rack 
Awhile may hide the orb of day, 
Aloft he keeps his radiant track 
Burniog with undiminifh’d ray ; 
And foon before his gorgeous fire , 
The evaneicent clouds retire, 
Then, buriting forth, to mortal fight, 
His glories flafh with keener blaze, 
Dim with their force the dazzled gaze, 
Sowing with flame civine the empyreal fields of light. 


So while the lowering clouds of Fate 
O’er Europe torpid regions f{pread, 
They feem’d enthron’d in gloomy fate, 
To hang o’er Albion’s drooping head ; 
Supreme in glory yet the ftood, 
Superior to the vapoury flood ; 
And foon, before her kindling eye, 
The {catter’a clouds dilperfing fly, 
Tn awful glory while appear, 
Red with vindictive flame, the terrors of her {pear. 


Around her coaft, fenc’d by her guardian main, 
Around lerne’s kindred fhores, 
Hark! loud Invafion to her baffled train 
In yells of defperation roars. 
Along the hoftile deep they vainly try 
From Britain's thundering barks to fly 5 
Their fleets, the victor’s trophy, captur’d ride, 
In future battles doom’d to combat on our fide. 


Seas where deathlefs bards of yore, 

Singing to the filver tide, 
Watted loud from fhore to fhore 

Grecian art and Roman pride ; 
Say when Carthage learn’d to vail 
To mightier foes her loftier fail, 
Say when the man of Athens broke 
With daring prow the Median tyraat’s yoke, 
Saw ye {fo bold, fo tree a band, 
As Nelfon led by Nilus’ ftrand? 

What 
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What time, at George’s high beheft, 
Drea in terzific vengeance drefs’d, i 
Fierce as the whirlwind’s ftormy courfe, 
They pour’d on Gallia’s guilty force ; 

And Egypt faw Britannia’s flag unfurl’d 

Wave high its victor crois, deliverer of the world! 


See floating friendly in the wind, 
The Ruffian eagle with the crefcent join’d ;_ 
And fhal! on earth Rome’s cowering eagle lie 
With ruffed plumage and with languid eye? 
Imperial Auftriaroute! while Albion’s fleet 
Sweeps ‘tern oppreffion from the main, 
Send forth thy legions on the embattl’d plain, 
Till favage inroad turn to foul defeat ; 
Strike with united arm the blow, 
Lay the gigantic boafter low ; 
O’er your aftonith’d fields who ftrod, 
Deforming nature, and defying God ! 
So fhall returning peace again, 
Delight the renovated plain ; 
Peace, on the bafis firm of faith reftor’d, 
Wrung from Opprefflion’s arm by Valour’s conquering {word ! 


LINES #o RESIGNATION. 





~ 


6 te foft beguiler of misfortune’s power, 
By whofe kind fmiie e’en death is robb’d of dread; 
O deign to fhare with me th’ affecting hour, 

Which views each {mile but thine in forrow fled. 


Not for myfelf afflition’s tribute flows, 
Tho’ funk my {fpirit, and my ftrength decay'd ; 
Fcr thofe, more dear, her melting heart beftows 
The tear, which trembiing, courts thy fovereign aid. 


When mourning retroipeét on me fha!] dwell 
While partial fancy counts my merits o’er, 

When the fad figh the tender thought fhal! fwell, 
And the dimm’d eye can view this form no more— 


Raife it to Heav’n—and there with facred joy 
Behold me crown’d with everlatting reft : 

Ah! letthat thoughteach pow’r of grief deftroy, 
Ere its keen dart can wound affettion’s breatt ; 


And if my fpirit, confcious, ftill may view, 
‘The friends, in life or death, for ever dear ; 

The proof moft weicome, of affection true, 
Is at thy fhrine to drop the toften’d tear. 


Butif too partial to thy fuppliant ftill, 

Ihe faithful heart from woe cannot be free; i 
O! gently bend it to th’ Eternal’s will, 
O! fay, that virtue’s path will lead to—me. 





